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SUBJECT: UGANDAN TRIAL OF BRITISH CITIZEN DENIS HILLS 

SUMMARY: ON JUNE 18 THE FRG FONOFF PASSED US A REPORT 
FROM ITS EMBASSY IN KAMPALA CONCERNING THE UGANDAN TRIAL 
OF BRITISH CITIZEN, DENIS HILLS, WHICH RECOUNTS THE 
DIFFICULTIES ENCOUNTERED WHEN THE FRG ATTEMPTED TO 
ASSIST HILLS’ FORMER WIFE (A GERMAN CITIZEN) IN VISITING 
HILLS. END SUMMARY. 

1. FRG EMBASSY KAMPALA REPORTS THAT ON JUNE 9 THE FRG 
DCM (HILLGENBERG) ACCOMPANIED THE FORMER MRS. HILLS IN 
AN FRG EMBASSY VEHICLE TO THE MILITARY PRISON IN WHICH 
MR. HILLS IS BEING HELD; THE ACTING BRITISH HIGH 
COMMISSIONER (HENNESSY) AND MR. HILLS' ATTORNEY FROM 
NAIROBI (WILKINSON) TRAVELED WITH THEM IN ANOTHER 
VEHICLE. 

2. WHEN THE TWO VEHICLES ENTERED THE MILITARY BASE AND 
STOPPED IN FRONT OF THE COURT BUILDING, THEY WERE 
CONFRONTED BY A "VERY EXCITED COMMANDING OFFICER OF 
UNIT, COLONEL SULE,” WHO THREATENED EVERYONE WITH 
ARREST FOR HAVING ENTERED THE BASE WITHOUT PROPER 
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PRIVILEGES ON THE PART OF DCM HILLGENBERG' THWARTED THEIR 
ARREST. COLONEL SULE CALLED PRESIDENT AMIN, AND "AFTER 
SOME TIME" RETURNED TO SAY THAT THEY COULD LEAVE. 

3. WILKINSON HAD A BRIEF OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK WITH 
HILLS, WHO "MADE A HEALTHY AND COMPOSED IMPRESSION." 
BRITISH REQUESTS TO HAVE A DIPLOMATIC OBSERVER PRESENT 
DURING THE TRIAL WERE REFUSED. 

4. THAT AFTERNOON PRESIDENT AMIN CALLED FRG AMBASSADOR 
ELLERKMANN TO ASK HIM IF HE WAS AWARE "THAT A FIRST 
SECRETARY OF MY EMBASSY HAD ATTEMPTED TO BRING A BRITISH 
TRIAL OBSERVER INTO THE MILITARY BASE." AMIN STATED 
THAT HE ORDERED THE RELEASE OF THE PERSONS CONCERNED IN 
VIEW OF THE GOOD RELATIONS BETWEEN UGANDA AND THE FRG. 
ELLERKMANN THEN EXPLAINED THAT THE FRG DCM HAD DRIVEN TO 
THE MILITARY BASE WITH MRS. HILLS TO VISIT HER FORMER 
HUSBAND. 

5. THE FRG REPORT CONCLUDES THAT "AT LEAST THE INCIDENT 
HAS MADE CLEAR THAT WE GERMANS ARE INTERESTED IN THE 
OUTCOME OF THE TRIAL IN THE SAME WAY AS THE BRITISH." 

CASH 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 19 JUN 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ellisoob 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975BONN09900 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D75021 4-0551 
From: BONN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750632/aaaabcsn.tel 

Line Count: 84 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ellisoob 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 30 MAY 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <30 MAY 2003 by ShawDG>; APPROVED <16 OCT 2003 by ellisoob> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: UGANDAN TRIAL OF BRITISH CITIZEN DENIS HILLS SUMMARY: ON JUNE 18 THE FRG FONOFF PASSED US A REPORT 
TAGS: CGEN, UG, GE 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



